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arranged as to co-opeiate As a fact they represented
two distinct gioups, with diveigcnt mteiests, two separ-
ate masses, each of which had its own centre of giavity
and fts own sphere of atti action

Both adversaries had, therefore, to be beaten separ-
ately, both questions had to be tieated separately,
the war could not be bi ought to an end by striking one
of the enemy armies, even though it were the stronger
one of the two

On the contrary, once the stronger one had been
taken as a first objective, the weakei one, which was
manoeuvring independently, could not be overlooked.
One had to find out in what measure it could oppose
itself to the action undertaken In that respect the
geographical situation of Piedmont and the state of the
Sardinian army presented peculiar features of their
own.

As was pointed out by Bonaparte, the French could
not go on acting against the Austrians with such a
precarious line of communications as that of the Riviera
(a line which was to be extended as far as Lombardy
and Venetia) unless they could efficiently guard them-
selves against the Sardinians, unless, therefore, they
used for protecting that line a number of forces the ab-
sence of which, in then own statf of numerical weakness,
would be doubly felfc on the main field of operations and
would make any decisive result impossible.

It was necessary, therefore, to begin by settling the
Sardinian pi oblem The Austrians could not be attacked
before the Sardinian army should have been beaten
and suppressed, the road of invasion into Lombardy
and Venetia went by Piedmont Here you had that
" particular case " which is inherent to every military
situation and gives each its character.

Such was, in its geneial features, the profoundly
'meditated and thoroughly thought-out plan of Bona"-
parte, he was capable of all the effort required to carry
it out he was twenty-seven years of age, had nothing
to lose, everything to gain, and he had the will to act,
he was equal to every sort of independent action, for he
already considered himself at least as stiong as the mem-
bers of the Government of France whom he had saved
on the 13th Vendemiaire He would dare anything.

Opposite him, Beauheu had just taken ove'r the com-